
The Pilg rim’s Progress 
Chapter 5: The Cross and the Hill Difficulty, Part 4 



Bunyan Statue: Bedford, U.K. 



The Last Scene at the Cross 



Introduction 

• With today’s lecture, we begin the second half 
of Part I of Pilgrim’s Progress. 

• Graceless has become a Christian by faith in 
Jesus Christ, has received forgiveness for his 
sins, has been clothed in Christ’s 
righteousness, and has been sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise.  

• We can now become students of Christian’s 
sanctification – God making him holy.  



The Structure of Pilgrim’s Progress 

City of 
Destruction 

Crossing the 
River 

Justification 
An act of God’s free grace unto sinners 

Sanctification 
A work of God’s grace 

Salvation 

First Part Second Part 



The Ordo Salutis 

• Calling 

• Regeneration 

• Faith & Repentance 

• Justification 

• Adoption 

• Sanctification 

• Glorification 

 

 



Christian Begins His New Life 

“Then I saw in my dream that he continued 
on until he came to the bottom of the hill. 
There he saw, over to the side, three men 
sound asleep with chains on their ankles. 
The name of one was Simple, the other 
Sloth, and the third, Presumption.” 



A PORTRAIT OF SIMPLE 



A Portrait of Simple 

• The simple need prudence. “The proverbs of 
Solomon son of David, king of Israel…for giving 
prudence to the simple…” (Prov. 1:1,4). “You 
who are simple, gain prudence” (Prov. 8:5). 
“The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple” (Ps. 19:7b). 

• The simple are in danger and don’t know it. 
“For the waywardness of the simple will kill 
them…” (Prov. 1:32). 
 



A Portrait of Simple 

• The simple are aimless, inexperienced, 
drifting into temptation – almost courting it. 
“I saw among the simple, I noticed among the 
young men, a youth who lacked judgment. He 
was going down the street near her corner, 
walking along in the direction of her house at 
twilight, as the day was fading, as the dark of 
night set in. Then out came a woman to meet 
him, dressed like a prostitute…” (Prov. 7:7-10). 



A Portrait of Simple 

• The simple are gullible. “A simple man 
believes anything, but a prudent man gives 
thought to his steps” (Prov. 14:15). 

• The simple inherit their foolish nature from 
Adam. “The simple inherit folly, but the 
prudent are crowned with knowledge” (Prov. 
14:18). 

 



A Portrait of Simple 

• The simple ignores danger. “A prudent man 
sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple 
keep going and suffer for it” (Prov. 22:3; 
27:12). 

• “A man who is emptyheaded will end up 
wrongheaded” (Kidner). 

• Bunyan captured Simple perfectly by having 
him say, “I see no danger.” 



William McKane 

The simple man “is the credulous, uncritical, 
unwary youth who is the raw material to be 
shaped into a wise man by a strenuous 
educational process. In his untutored state the 
simple is not equipped to survive in a dangerous 
world. He is an innocent abroad, insufficiently 
thoughtful and perceptive to apprise himself of 
danger and to take the necessary evasive action. 
With his uncritical, naive ways he blunders into  



William McKane 

trouble and has to pay the penalty of his 
ignorance of the world.” 



Hebrew Etymology 

The Hebrew verb formed from the word 
simple “means to deceive or seduce.” This 
is “the kind of person who is easily led, 
gullible, silly. Mentally, he is naïve; 
morally, he is willful and irresponsible…In 
short, the simple (and his elder brother, 
the fool) is no half-wit; he is a person 
whose instability could be rectified, but 
who prefers not to accept discipline in the 
school of wisdom.” 

Derek Kidner 
1913-2008 



A PORTRAIT OF SLOTH 



Sloths 

• Sloths move only when 
necessary and even then very 
slowly. 

• As much as two-thirds of a 
well-fed sloth's body-weight 
consists of the contents of its 
stomach, and the digestive 
process can take a month or 
more to complete. 

 

 



Sloths 

• On the ground the maximum 
speed of the three-toed sloth is 
6.5 feet per minute. 

• Sloths sleep about 10 hours 
each day. 

• Baby sloths die from a fall 
indirectly because the mothers 
are unwilling to leave the safety 
of the trees to retrieve the 
young. 
 



A Portrait of Sloth 

• The sluggard is committed to sleep and a life 
of ease. “Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider 
its ways and be wise! It has no commander, no 
overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in 
summer and gathers its food at harvest. How 
long will you lie there, you sluggard? When 
will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, 
a little slumber, a little folding of the hand to 
rest - ” (Prov. 6:6-10). 



A Portrait of Sloth 

• The sluggard is restless and never realizes his 
own desires. “The sluggard craves and gets 
nothing, but the desires of the diligent are fully 
satisfied” (Prov. 13:4). “A sluggard does not plow 
in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds 
nothing” (Prov. 20:4). 

• The sluggard is full of pride and arrogance. “The 
sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men 
who answer discreetly” (Prov. 26:16). 



A Portrait of Sloth 

• The sluggard makes little or no progress. “The 
way of the sluggard is blocked with thorns, but 
the path of the upright is a highway” (Prov. 
15:19). 

• The sloth is lacking in will and energy. “The 
sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he will 
not even bring it back to his mouth! (Prov. 
19:24). 



A Portrait of Sloth 

• The sluggard rationalizes his 
laziness using preposterous excuses 
and exaggeration. “The sluggard 
says, ‘There is a lion outside!’ or, ‘I 
will be murdered in the streets!’” 
(Prov. 22:13). “The sluggard says, 
‘There is a lion in the road, a fierce 
lion roaming the streets!’” (Prov. 
26:13).  



A Portrait of Sloth 

• The sluggard refuses life and is making his 
journey towards death. “The sluggard’s craving 
will be the death of him, because his hands 
refuse to work. All day long he craves for more, 
but the righteous give without sparing” (Prov. 
21:25-26). 

• The sluggard is immobile, stationary, and 
anchored to his bed. “As a door turns on it 
hinges, so a sluggard turns on his bed” (Prov. 
26:14). 
 



An Important Lesson 

“I went past a field of the sluggard, past the 
vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; thorns 
had come up everywhere, the ground was 
covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in 
ruins. I applied my heart to what I observed and 
learned a lesson from what I saw: A little sleep, 
a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to 
rest – and poverty will come on you like a bandit 
and scarcity like an armed man” (Prov. 24:30-
34).  



A PORTRAIT OF PRESUMPTION 



A Portrait of Presumption 

• Presumption means “taking upon oneself of 
more than is warranted by one’s ability, 
position, right, etc. forward or overconfident 
conduct or opinion; arrogance, effrontery, 
pride” (OED).  

• “Presumption is a confidence founded upon 
ourselves” (H.E. Manning). 

• The sin of presumption is the sin of excessive 
pride. 



A Portrait of Presumption 

• “The arrogant are attacking me, O God; a 
band of ruthless men seeks my life - men 
without regard for you” (Ps. 86:14). 

• “You rebuke the arrogant, who are cursed and 
who stray from your commands” (Ps. 119:21). 

• “The proud and arrogant man – ‘Mocker’ is 
his name; he behaves with overweening 
pride” (Prov. 21:24). 



A Portrait of Presumption 

• Presumption loves to mock. “How long will 
mockers delight in mockery and fools hate 
knowledge?” (Prov. 1:22b). 

• Presumption gets a taste of his own 
medicine. “The Lord’s curse is on the house of 
the wicked, but he blesses the home of the 
righteous. He mocks proud mockers but gives 
grace to the humble” (Prov. 3:33-34). 



A Portrait of Presumption 

• A mocker hates to be corrected. “A mocker 
resents correction; he will not consult the 
wise” (Prov. 15:12). “A mocker does not listen 
to rebuke” (Prov. 13:1). “Whoever corrects a 
mocker brings on insult” (Prov. 9:7). “Do not 
rebuke a mocker or he will hate you” (Prov. 
9:8).  



A Portrait of Presumption 

• A mocker is prevented from obtaining 
wisdom. “The mocker seeks wisdom and finds 
none, but knowledge comes easily to the 
discerning” (Prov. 14:6). 

• A mocker is a free-thinker. The Hebrew word 
is taken from the Arabic (Keil & Delitzsch). 



A Freethinker 

“A person who professes to or is known for 
independence of thought, esp. one who 
withholds assent to widely held beliefs or ideas; 
spec. a person who refuses to submit his or her 
reason to the control of authority in matters of 
religious belief; (chiefly with capital initials) any 
of the rationalists, prominent from the early 
18th cent., who rejected Christianity on the 
grounds of reason” (OED). 



Pharaoh 

• “But Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the 
Lord, and moreover, I will not let Israel go” (Ex. 
5:2). 

• The proud spirit does not easily bend. 

• “At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden 
these things from the wise and understanding 
and revealed them to little children’” (Mt. 11:25). 



CHRISTIAN’S FOCUS CHANGES 



Christian’s New Focus 

• With Christian’s burden removed at the cross, 
he is able to take his eyes off himself and 
focus on those who are still in bondage to 
their sins (fetters). 

• His compassion moves him to approach 
Simple, Sloth, and Presumption with boldness 
(Rom. 1:16). 

• His purpose is to awaken them to the truth of 
the gospel. 



Christian’s New Focus 

• He offers to help them remove their chains or 
fetters. 

• He warns them of the possibility of a roaring 
lion (Satan). 

• When Simple, Sloth, and Presumption reject 
Christian’s help, they lay down and go to sleep 
again. 

 



Three Kinds of People 

There are three kinds of people we will encounter 
as we move through life: 

• Simple: “I see no danger.” Believes everything, 
easily led, naïve, willful, irresponsible, lazy 
thoughtlessness. 

• Sloth: “Yet a little more sleep.” Sheer animal 
laziness, preposterous excuses, and final 
helplessness (Kidner). 

 



Three Kinds of People 

• Presumption (Mocker): “Every vat must rest 
on its own bottom. What more can I say?” Not 
lacking in intelligence, but has a strong dislike 
of correction. Arrogant and full of pride. He 
impresses the impressionable, but the wise 
“have his number” and see through him. 



Diversion 

“Being unable to cure 
death, wretchedness and 
ignorance, men have 
decided, in order to be 
happy, not to think about 
such things.” 

- Pensées, 131 

Blaise Pascal 
1623-1662 



Bunyan’s Marginal Note 

“There is no Persuasion will do 
if God openeth not the eyes.” 



Rebecca Manley Pippert 

“If we are to be followers of Jesus, his values 
must permeate our values. We need to be 
concerned more with how our lives reflect his 
love, his holiness, his obedience, than with the 
latest witnessing techniques. When we live as 
Jesus did, in his power and with his presence, 
seekers will be drawn to us…Sharing Jesus will 
become a true delight and evangelism will 
become a lifestyle.” 
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